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COMMUNITY MUSIC SCHOOL OF SPRINGFIELD RECEIVES  
COMMUNITY IMPACT GRANT FROM NEW YORK LIFE  

SPRINGFIELD, MA, August 29, 2018– Community Music School of Springfield (CMSS), which provides 
high quality music education that is accessible and affordable to all, announced today that it was awarded a 
$10,000 Community Impact Grant from New York Life. 

 The grant will support our Little Notes Early Childhood Music Financial Aid Program, which provides 
financial assistance for families to join our Little Notes classes. Little Notes is an enriching and engaging 
introduction to music for young children (infant to 5 years) and their caregiver. The repertoire is fun and 
accessible, including elements of storytelling and exposure to a variety of instruments. Little Notes classes 
support cognitive development, fine and gross motor skills, social and emotional empowerment. Little Notes 
classes run weekly on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays throughout the school year.  
 “I’m proud to work for a company that encourages its agents and employees to devote their time, 
energy and talents to support the needs and priorities of their local community,” said Jean Deliso, CFP®, an 
agent with New York Life’s Connecticut Valley General Office, CMSS Board Member, and Founder/Principal 
of Deliso Financial and Insurance Services. “We are pleased that our partnership will have a long-lasting 
impact on CMSS and the population they serve.” 

“We are grateful for New York Life’s investment in the Little Notes Financial Aid Program, and to 
Jean Deliso for making this opportunity possible,” said Eileen McCaffery, Executive Director of CMSS. “With 
this generous support from New York Life, we are able to greatly reduce the cost of early childhood music 
classes, making it accessible to more families in our community.” 
 The Community Impact Grant program awards grants of up to $25,000 to local nonprofit organizations 
which are championed by New York Life agents and employees to serve the needs of their local communities. 
Since the program’s inception in 2008, more than 500 grants totaling nearly $7 million have been awarded to 
nonprofits across the country.  

About Community Music School of Springfield 
Community Music School of Springfield is a nonprofit organization, founded in 1983, that provides high 
quality music instruction and access to the arts to all families in the community through lessons, classes and 
community partnerships. CMSS is home to the acclaimed Prelude Preschool of the Arts and the concert venue 
Robyn Newhouse Hall.  CMSS brings together people of different ages, abilities, cultural backgrounds and 
economic circumstances to make music in an environment that respects diversity and encourages creativity.  
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